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Lucy Robbins Welles Library
Hoopla Book list for Grades 5 & 6

If We Were Giants by Dave Matthews

Kirra lives in an idyllic community hidden inside a dormant volcano.
She and her father are the only two people allowed to venture beyond
its walls. Kirra is in training to become a Storyteller like him, and
together they travel from village to village spreading fearsome tales
designed to keep outsiders away from their secret nest. One day, after
hearing rumors of strangers called the "Takers," Kirra leaves the
volcano by herself, hoping to discover her own story. But she
unknowingly leads the Takers back to her doorstep, and they rob her
of everything she has ever held dear. Kirra is found by a boy named
Luwan and adopted into his Tree Folk family. One day Luwan is
captured while spying on a group of strangers. The Takers have
returned. To save the Tree Folk, Kirra must face her inner demons and
summon all her storytelling to weave the most important tale of her
life.

Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga

Jude never thought she’d be leaving her beloved older brother and
father behind, all the way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in
her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to
live in Cincinnati with relatives. At first, everything in America seems
too fast and too loud. The American movies that Jude has always loved
haven’t quite prepared her for starting school in the US—and her new
label of “Middle Eastern,” an identity she’s never known before. But
this life also brings unexpected surprises—there are new friends, a
whole new family, and a school musical that Jude might just try out for.
Maybe America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she really is.



Sal & Gabi Break the Universe by Carlos Hernandez

What would you do if you had the power to reach through time and
space and retrieve anything you want, including your mother, who is no
longer living (in this universe, anyway)?

When Sal meets Gabi for the first time, it isn't under the best of
circumstances. Sal is in the principal's office for the third time in three
days. Gabi is there to support her friend Yasmany, who just picked a
fight with Sal. She is determined to prove that somehow, Sal planted a

raw chicken in Yasmany's locker, even though nobody saw him do it
@9y | and the bloody poultry has since mysteriously disappeared. Sal prides

— himself on being an excellent magician, but for this sleight of hand, he

relied on a talent no one would guess . .. except maybe Gabi, whose
sharp eyes never miss a trick. When Gabi learns that he's capable of
conjuring things much bigger than a chicken--including his dead
mother--and she takes it all in stride, Sal knows that she is someone
he can work with. There's only one slight problem: their manipulation
of time and space could put the entire universe at risk.

Rules for Stealing Stars by Corey Ann Haydu

Silly is used to feeling left out. Her three older sisters think she's too
little for most things—especially when it comes to dealing with their
mother's unpredictable moods and outbursts. This summer, Silly feels
more alone than ever when her sisters keep whispering and sneaking
away to their rooms together, returning with signs that something
mysterious is afoot: sporting sunburned cheeks smudged with glitter
and gold hair that looks like tinsel. When Silly is brought into her
sisters' world, the truth is more exciting than she ever imagined. The
sisters have discovered a magical place that gives them what they
truly need: an escape from the complications of their home life. But
there are dark truths there, too. Silly hopes the magic will be the
secret to saving their family, but she's soon forced to wonder if it
could tear them apart.




Mulan: Before the Sword by Grace Lin

An original tale, inspired by legends of Mulan Hua and popularized by
Disney. When her sister is bitten by a poisonous spider, Mulan travels
with a healer to find a flower from which the antidote can be made to
save her sister's life.

The List by Patricia Forde

The city of Ark is the last safe place on Earth. To make sure humans
are able to survive, everyone in Ark must speak List, a language of only
500 words. Everyone that is, except Letta. As apprentice to the
Wordsmith, Letta can read all the words that have ever existed.
Forbidden words like freedom, music, and even pineapple tell her
about a world she's never known. One day her master disappears and
the leaders of Ark tell Letta she is the new Wordsmith and must
shorten List to fewer and fewer words. Then Letta meets a teenage
boy who somehow knows all the words that have been banned. Letta's
faced with a dangerous choice: sit idly by and watch language slowly
slip away or follow a stranger on a path to freedom . . . or banishment.

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky by Kwame Mbalia

Tristan Strong feels anything but strong ever since he failed to save his
best friend when they were in a bus accident together. All he has left of
Eddie is the journal his friend wrote stories in. On the first night at his
grandparents’ farm, a sticky creature shows up and steals Eddie's
notebook. Tristan chases after it, and a tug-of-war ensues between
them underneath a Bottle Tree. In a last attempt to get it away

from the creature, Tristan punches the tree, accidentally ripping

open a chasm into the MidPass. Tristan finds himself in the middle

of a battle that has left black American folk heroes John Henry and
Brer Rabbit exhausted. Can Tristan save this world before he loses
more of the things he loves?



Hollow Dolls by MarcyKate Connolly

Simone is a mind-reader. She knows a great many things, but she can't
seem to remember anything about her past. So when she gets the
chance to search for her family, she sets off to finally find her home.
When she stumbles across a man with two minds inside him—the real
one, shoved deep down, and one of a body walker, someone who can
take over a person's body against their will—Simone is even more
eager to leave her old life behind. As Simone dives deeper into her
history, she learns truths she never could have imagined. But as those
she loves start disappearing around her, Simone knows only she can
stop the evil, before it's too late.

Throwback by Peter Lerangis

Corey Fletcher has an active imagination. He sees things no one else
does. Cracks jokes no one else gets. And goes places few would ever
dare go. Like the past. All he needs is a metal artifact from a point in
time, and Corey can go there. Although hundreds of time travelers live
in secret throughout the world, including Corey's own grandfather,
none has the ability to change past events. But when Corey
accidentally saves a life while time traveling, he realizes that he is the
first-ever “Throwback,” with the power to alter life as we know it.
Which means his own life is now in all sorts of danger.

Willa and the Whale by Chad Morris

After losing her mom, Willa is grieving and having a hard time living
with her dad and his new family on an island off the coast of
Washington State. Her dad tries to cheer her up by taking her whale
watching, something Willa's mom used to do. When Willa encounters a
humpback whale, she feels so lonely that she starts to talk to the
whale—and the whale talks back! The whale, named Meg, quickly
becomes a trusted friend. Meg offers sound advice Willa needs about
dealing with a nemesis at school and trying to figure out why her
friend Marc is keeping secrets about his family life. Before the story
ends, it will take all of Willa's courage and connections to tackle a
problem that's as big as a blue whale!
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Remarkables by Margaret Peterson Haddix

One minute they’re there: laughing and having fun at the house next
door. The next minute, the teens are gone. Like magic. Marin can’t
believe her eyes. Who are they? Can anyone else see them? What
makes them so happy? Marin is lonely in this new town of hers and
eager to figure out more. Then she meets Charley, who reveals that he
knows about them, too. He calls them the “Remarkables.” Charley
warns her to stay away from the Remarkables—and him. Charley and
Marin both have painful secrets they’re holding on to, but could
solving the mystery of the Remarkables help them both?

The Oddmire: Changeling by William Ritter

Magic is fading from the Wild Wood. To renew it, goblins must
perform an ancient ritual involving the rarest of their kind—a
newborn changeling. But when the night arrives to trade a human
baby for a goblin one, something goes terribly wrong. After laying the
changeling in a human infant’s crib, the goblin Kull is briefly
distracted. By the time he turns back, the changeling has already
perfectly mimicked the human child. Too perfectly: Kull cannot tell
them apart, so he leaves both babies behind. Tinn and Cole are raised
as human twins, neither knowing what secrets may be buried deep
inside one of them. When they are thirteen years old, a mysterious
message arrives, calling the brothers to be heroes and protectors of
magic. The boys must leave their sleepy town and risk their lives in
the Wild Wood, journeying through the Deep Dark to reach the goblin
horde and uncover who they truly are.

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer

Twelve-year-old criminal mastermind Artemis Fowl has discovered a
world below ground of armed and dangerous--and extremely
high-tech--fairies. He kidnaps one of them, Holly Short, and holds her
for ransom in an effort to restore his family's fortune. But he may have
underestimated the fairies' powers. [s he about to trigger a cross-
species war?
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The Fowl Twins by Eoin Colfer

One week after their eleventh birthday, the Fowl twins--scientist
Myles, and Beckett --are left in the care of house security (NANNI) for
a single night. In that time they befriend a troll who has clawed his
way through the earth's crust to the surface. Unfortunately for the
troll, he is being chased by a nefarious nobleman and an
interrogating nun, who both need the magical creature for their own
gain, as well as a fairy-in-training who has been assigned to protect
him. The boys and their new troll best friend escape and go on the
run. Along the way they get shot at, kidnapped, buried, arrested,
threatened, killed (temporarily), and discover that the strongest
bond in the world is not the one forged by covalent electrons in
adjacent atoms, but the one that exists between a pair of twins.

Naked Mole Rat Saves the World by Karen Rivers

Twelve-year-old kit-with-a-small-k likes shopping at the flea
market with her best friend, Clem, roller-skating, climbing to the
roof to look at the stars, and volunteering at an animal shelter. Until
suddenly she has a really big, really strange secret that makes life
more complicated than she’s prepared for: Sometimes, without
warning, she turns into a tiny naked mole rat. It first happened as
kit watched Clem fall and get hurt during a performance with her
acrobatic-troupe family on TV. Since then, the transformations keep
coming. Kit can’t tell Clem, because Clem hasn’t been herself after
the accident. She’s mad and gloomy and keeping a secret of her
own: the real reason she fell. Months later, kit and Clem still haven’t
figured out how to deal with all the ways they have changed—both
inside and out. Somehow, kit has to save the day. But she’s no hero,
and turning into a naked mole rat isn’t a superpower. Or is it?

The Last Human by Lee Bacon

In the future, robots have eliminated humans, and 12-year-old robot
XR_935 is just fine with that. Without humans around, there is no
war, no pollution, no crime. Every member of society has a purpose.
Everything runs smoothly and efficiently. Until the day XR discovers
something impossible: a human girl named Emma. Now, Emma
must embark on a dangerous voyage with XR and two other robots
in search of a mysterious point on a map. How will they survive
AND what will they find at the end of their journey?



In the Red by Christopher Sweidler

Out of Luck. Out of Air. Out of Time.

Michael Prasad knows he shouldn’t go out on the Mars surface
alone. It's dangerous. His parents have forbidden it. And the
anxiety he feels almost every time he puts on a spacesuit makes it
nearly impossible for him to leave the safety of the colony. But
when his best friend, Lilith, suggests they sneak out one night, he
can’t resist the chance to prove everyone—including himself—
wrong. As the two ride along the Mars surface in a stolen rover,
miles from the colony, a massive solar flare hits the planet,
knocking out power, communication, and navigation systems, and
the magnetic field that protects the planet from the sun’s deadly
radiation. Stranded hours from home with an already limited
supply of food, water, and air, Michael and Lilith must risk
everything if they're to get back to the colony alive.

Tales from the Fringes of Fear by Jeff Szpirglas

Most kids don’t have to stress about things like exotic insects with a
taste for human flesh when they go to class. But students at this
school have to be ever vigilant. You never know when a
supernatural pastry or a clay monster bent on revenge might be
lurking just around the corner. Even a simple field trip to a local
animal sanctuary can have serious consequences. Dragged fresh
from the grave and pulled out of the haunted corners of a school
locker, these thirteen new stories are a nod to the storytelling style
of Tales from the Crypt and The Twilight Zone. They are guaranteed
to make you laugh like a hyena, shake your head in wonder or
tremble with fear.

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman

~ . Bod is an unusual boy who inhabits an unusual place—he's the only
rAEMIA " living resident of a graveyard. Raised from infancy by the ghosts,
werewolves, and other cemetery denizens, Bod has learned the
antiquated customs of his guardians' time as well as their ghostly
teachings—such as the ability to Fade so mere mortals cannot see
- him. Can a boy raised by ghosts face the wonders and terrors of the
worlds of both the living and the dead?
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